1st International Conference on Trace Element Speciation, Munich. This conference was attended by Drs Duffus, Templeton and Cornelis, who was a member of the scientific committee. The excellent 3-day conference was attended by 120 participants. The proceedings will be published in the Fresenius Journal on Analytical Chemistry.
5th International Symposium on Metal Ions, Munich. The conference was attended by Drs Duffus, Cornelis, Heinrich-Ramm and Templeton, who was on the scientific advisory board. A book of abstracts has been published.
Conference on Chemical Education in Cairo, August 1998. Dr Duffus attended the well organized conference and gave a presentation on the Curriculum on Toxicology as part of the Clinical Chemistry Symposium. At a meeting with CTC during the conference Dr Duffus presented the status of ongoing joint activities. A short report on the conference symposium: 'Tertiary vocational training in chemistry related to health care' was prepared by Dr Howard Worth and can be obtained from the ComTox secretary (Dr Birger Heinzow, e-mail <bheinzow@lanu.landsh.de>) upon request (see page 171).
Status report on publications of the Commission and Co-operation with other Committees
As a joint project agreed upon with CTC at the General Assembly in Geneva, Dr Duffus has prepared a draft 'Toxicology: an Introduction'. The manuscript was favourably accepted by the CTC and is under circulation. ComTox members should send their comments to Dr Duffus within 3 months. The final version should be ready for publication by CTC at the next General Assembly in Berlin. This educational material should be made available as a download from the Internet and the PowerPoint graphics can easily be adapted to other languages. The material aims at courses of an introductory level, e.g. teaching in high schools, and might be especially useful for developing countries. Sponsorship will be sought.
The co-operation with the IPCS will continue as outlined at the meeting in Geneva with Dr Mercier, An advanced toxicology textbook for schools is in the process of publication by IPCS following a review stage involving Dr Duffus. Further co-operation with ComTox is appreciated by IPCS.
Dr 3rd Congress of the Cuban Chemical Society, 1-4 December 1999, Havana. Dr Heinzow was approached by the organising committee from Cuba seeking support for the conference. It was suggested that they organize, as a course, a symposium on risk assessment and environmental chemistry , and make inquiries concerning external funding. The organising committee welcomed the proposal, and will discuss it at its next meeting in October 1998. When it is accepted, Dr Heinzow and Dr Duffus will finalize the programme for the course; several experts from Europe have expressed their support and interest in participation.
Status report of ComTox Working Parties and Projects
Biomonitoring of VOCs: Dr Heinrich-Ramm presented the final draft, which has been circulated before to the ComTox members. The paper was thoroughly revised during the Copenhagen meeting and was accepted by the Commission. After a clarification of copyright issues for the graphs, the paper will be handed on to the IUPAC review process.
Exposure assessment and decision rules in compliance testing for implementation of exposure limits. Dr Christensen explained the title change to Rules for stating when a limiting value is exceeded, and planned a revision related to the experience of the ISO-guide working party referring to the draft ISO 10576-1 and a statistical paper by E. Holst. The statistician Peter Wilrich from Berlin has joined the working party. Suggestions by the ComTox members were made, outlining the scope and practical aspects in more detail in the introduction and adding a glossary and a list of symbols and abbreviations as an appendix. The manuscript will be re-circulated by the end of November and finished by the next General Assembly.
Combined effect. Dr Heinzow reported that a first draft has been prepared and that a meeting will be held at forthcoming ICCEF in September in Baden/Vienna and the status will be given thereafter by Drs Poech and Herzig.
Dr Herzig reported in the meanwhile that his proposals were positively accepted and that a nucleus working party will prepare a completely revised draft by the end of 1998. A meeting of 10 experts is planned, Dr Herzig will try to get the necessary funding; otherwise the next group meeting will not be possible before the next ICCEF conference in Finland (in 2000)
Exposure assessment using the Logbook Method. The status of the project was presented by Erik Olsen. A preliminary draft version was circulated that had been prepared by Erik Olsen, Erik Holst, Robert Herrik and Patricia Stewart. The document outlines the logbook method from a practical viewpoint and will be valuable for a realistic estimate of exposure on an individual basis.
Risk assessment, educational material. A document 'Risk assessment for occupational exposure to inorganic compounds' was prepared by Rob Herber and John Duffus; the group will convene in October in Amsterdam. Comments and additional information should be forwarded to John Duffus. It was suggested that there be an expansion on of the section on general aspects of risk assessment and that it should not focus merely on inorganic matter.
Modelling outdoor exposure. The project will be delayed by several months for unforeseen personal reasons.
Risk assessment of particulate matter. The project was delayed; the group will meet in New York in December. The issue is at present under active discussion. The document should include the more recent knowledge on cofactors of particulate toxicity such as iron content and redox cycling. 
Status report on manuscripts and reports

New Commission members
On behalf of the Irish National Committee for Chemistry, Dr Iona Pratt was nominated as National Representative, replacing Dr William King who has served for 12 years. Dr Pratt will be contacted by the secretary and informed about the ongoing activities and invited to join existing projects.
IUPAC reorganization
Dr Cornelis and Dr Duffus informed the Commission about the planned reorganization of IUPAC; details were also given in the last issues of Chemistry International (Chem. Intl., 1988, 20, no. 2, 21-24 and no. 3, 55-76) . Briefly the new approach will reduce or abolish Commissions and favour limited time-funded working parties, and will introduce external evaluators. Although the ComTox members have some doubt as to whether the new process will prove to be more productive than the existing system, they look forward to the restructuring and will provide their continuing support to IUPAC as required. The issue of risk assessment and decision rules, including statistical aspects, will remain the main focus for the forthcoming activities of ComTox until restructuring occurs, and it is believed that this will also continue to be important to IUPAC after this time. ComTox is convinced that there will be a need for a continuing IUPAC concern for toxicology and Dr Duffus undertook to prepare a case for this.
Preparation for the next General Assembly in 1999
The next General Assembly will be held in Berlin. Dr Heinzow will supply Commission members with information on hotels/guest houses in Berlin for accommodation and travel, as well as public transport in Berlin.
Miscellaneous/Website activities
Dr Duffus introduced the proposal of a ComTox website, providing information about ongoing projects and existing educational material on the Internet. The site could be operated free of charge for ComTox within the Edinburgh University website on Health, Environment and Work, with a link to the IUPAC website.
A photograph of the commission members at the University of Edinburgh can be found under <http:// www.med.ac.uk/hew/tox/>. In addition, a self study course entitled 'Introduction to Applied Toxicology' prepared by Dr Duffus is available from <http:// www.med.ac.uk/hew/tox/>. The Secretary reported on the meeting in Idstein and on some of the implications for the Commission in the SDIC report. The clearest description was given in a recent Chemistry International (May 1998). The principal effect was that the Commission would be dissolved in 2001 but as yet, the structure(s) which would replace it were not yet clear. The comments followed those concerns expressed in Idstein that continuity would be lost and that the Analytical Division Committee, even if it were greatly expanded, would have limited ability to generate projects and less capacity to execute them. The Analytical Division operated over a wider range of activities than many other Divisions. A version of advisory panels linked to Commission members was one possible alternative.
B. Heinzow
The view was expressed that it was important that the details of how continuity would be achieved were available before the Berlin General Assembly so that they could be discussed. Unless it was clear where we were going, little new activity could be initiated in Berlin and the programme of activities would rapidly start to die out. The 2001 meeting should not be the final one, but a transitional meeting to a new format.
No strong views were expressed on the projectdriven formula, except that the generation of projects in a top-down sequence would be unlikely to be successful. What is needed was the interest from the members carrying out the projects. The concept of NAO organizations generating projects was also thought to be unlikely to succeed unless the project was also felt to be of importance by the Division members A concern was expressed that by the time project proposals had passed through the acceptance procedure, the original proposers would have lost interest. Rather like many other aspects of IUPAC, the time scales are too long.
To some extent, the proposals are still at a very nebulous stage and what was needed was much more detail of how they would affect the work that is currently carried out by Commissions and what new structure would be put into place.
Action to be taken-priority projects
The Secretary proposed a list of priority areas which the Commission should concentrate on completing in the next three years (or less). In most cases these were already in place, except for the more major revision of the General Nomenclature. He would make more detailed proposals for Berlin.
Any response to Division/Secretariat
The need for more details of replacements to be discussed in Berlin rather than in 2001.
Discussion of current projects
'Mobile phases for liquid chromatography'. Part I Descriptive terminology, Project 530/9/95, Author: Siskos and co-workers Part I. Terminology and definitions. A draft paper had been circulated-some terms such as eluent/mobile phase needed complementary definitions to the stationary phases definitions recently adopted. R.M.S. to revise and return to authors.
Part II. Discussion paper on mobile phase properties: to be developed as a critical review of mobile phase properties directly related to chromatography. It was thought that this could be developed as a critical data compilation paper on the properties of compounds commonly used as eluents in HPLC which would provide values relevant to chromatographic applications. To be proposed as a project in Berlin and a working party established
